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Special Events & Observances
World Water Day – March 22

World Water Day is celebrated this year with a special focus on “Coping with Water Scarcity”.  In a statement released on March 12 by Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, “Today, about 700 million in 43 countries suffer from water scarcity, and by 2025 this figure could increase to more than 3 billion people. The state of the world’s waters remains fragile, and the need for an integrated and sustainable approach to water resource management is as pressing as ever… On this World Water Day, I call on the United Nations system and all stakeholders to forge stronger partnerships and take more concerted action, not only this year, but throughout the entire International Decade for Action:  “Water for Life”, 2005-2015.”

World Social Forum in Nairobi, Kenya, 20-25 January, 2007.  Levi Matseshe and Guy Maginzi of WCLC ExCo joined Roswitha Cooper of our Geneva WG and others in representing CLC at the WSF which serves as “an open meeting place where groups and movements of civil society, engaged in building a planetary society centred on the human person, come together to pursue their thinking, to debate ideas democratically, formulate proposals, share their experiences freely and network for effective action.”  The location in Africa offered about 46,000 participants in over 110 countries a look at “Africa’s contributions to world civilization and highlighted some of her…history of struggle against foreign domination, colonialism and neo-colonialism; …her rich heritage of natural wealth, cultural, linguistic and ethnic diversity; …her reputation for embracing communities from around the world; …her role in the quest for another possible, more progressive global human society.”  Local CLCers, Jesuits and other members of the Ignatian Family offered workshops at the WSF including one on Ignatian Advocacy.  CLC priorities at this WSF were: the struggle against water privatization, the environment and sustainable development, good governance, trade agreements and international institutions. One fruit of the WSF was the launch of the African Water Network.  To see Roswitha’s report, go to: www.cvx-clc.net, and click on News (English), or Actualite (French), or Noticias (Spanish).
Working Groups Update

Geneva Working Group Meeting: March 2-4, 2007
NY Working Group Meeting:  April 26-28, 2007
UN Representatives Update
Commission on the Status of Women The 51st annual session of the CSW was held 24 February – 9 March 2007.  Every year, representatives of Member States gather at United Nations Headquarters in New York to evaluate progress on gender equality, identify challenges, set global standards and formulate concrete policies to promote gender equality and advancement of women worldwide.  Our CLC rep Joan Woods was able to attend this session. For more information, go to: 

www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/51sess.htm
Stories From Around the Globe
From New Zealand.  We are very fortunate in New Zealand in that we have a reliable rainfall - not always where we would like it - for example, we have just had 3 floods in one area in a week. We need to consider what crops are best grown in drier regions, because as a nation we have a high consumption of water in irrigating grain, vineyards, and grass to feed our millions of cattle and sheep. At one time, some years ago, it was suggested that fresh water from the deep fjords of the South Island, fed from the glaciers and snow of the Southern Alps, be sent by tanker to the Middle East. Cost precluded that initiative, but it may become more attractive as the climate changes. The glaciers are melting faster than they are being formed, so that is not a renewable resource, and we need to be very careful before we sell off a precious asset.

Thank you for keeping us informed and all your work on our behalf.          Patricia Kane, coordinator, CLC Aotearoa/NZ
Resources on Water: 

Our NY Working Group chairperson Sylvia Schmitt compiled some resources which CLC groups may wish to use for their information as well as prayer and reflection.  They are listed below and may be found on the pages attached to this bulletin: 

1. Key Facts about Water,

2. Scripture References to Water, 
3. Background on Issues Related to Water. 
Action!  Raise Consciousness!
* Distribute to your national community the scriptural references to water and resource information on water. 
* Continue to raise consciousness on water scarcity in your national community and keep us posted on your stories.  
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam!


Key Facts about Water
Freshwater is a scarce resource

 HYPERLINK "http://www.unep.org/wed/2003/keyfacts.htm" \l "health" 
Freshwater is essential for health
Freshwater is a shared resource
Freshwater is essential for food security
Water in the future
FRESHWATER IS A SCARCE RESOURCE
· Water makes up 60 to 70 per cent (by weight) of all living organisms and is essential for photosynthesis.
· The total amount of water on Earth barely changes from year to year. The hydrological cycle of evaporation and precipitation circulates the Earth’s water between the oceans, land and the atmosphere.
· Water covers 75 per cent of the Earth’s surface — 97.5 per cent of that is salt water; only 2.5 per cent is freshwater.
· Icecaps and glaciers hold 74 per cent of the world’s freshwater. Almost all the rest is deep underground, or locked in soils as moisture or permafrost. Only 0.3 per cent of the world’s freshwater is found in rivers or lakes.
· Less than one per cent of the world’s surface or below-ground freshwater is accessible for human use.
· Within 25 years, half the world’s population could have trouble finding enough freshwater for drinking and irrigation.
· Currently, over 80 countries, representing 40 per cent of the world’s people, are subject to serious water shortages. Conditions may get worse in the next 50 years as populations grow and as global warming disrupts rainfall patterns.
· A third of the world lives in water stressed areas where consumption outstrips supply. West Asia faces the greatest threat. Over 90 per cent of the region’s population is experiencing severe water stress, with water consumption exceeding 10 per cent of renewable freshwater resources.
FRESHWATER IS ESSENTIAL FOR HEALTH
· Improved water management has brought enormous benefits to people in developing countries. In the past 20 years, over 2.4 billion people have gained access to safe water supplies and 600 million to improved sanitation. 
· Nevertheless, one in six people still have no regular access to safe drinking water. 
· More than twice that number (2.4 billion people) lacks access to adequate sanitation facilities. 
· Those without access to adequate sanitation are the poorest and most vulnerable. The problem is particularly severe in remote rural and rapidly growing urban areas. 
· In Africa, 300 million people—40 per cent of the population—live without basic sanitation and hygiene, an increase of 70 million since 1990. 
· As much as 90 per cent of waste water in developing countries is discharged without treatment into rivers and streams. 
· Unsanitary water, which provides a breeding ground for parasites, amoebas and bacteria, damages the health of 1.2 billion people a year. 
· Water-borne diseases are responsible for 80 per cent of illnesses and deaths in the developing world, killing a child every eight seconds. 
· Half the world’s hospital beds are occupied by people suffering from water-borne diseases. 
· Almost 40 per cent of the world’s population lives within 60 kilometers of the coast. Disease and death related to polluted coastal waters alone costs the global economy US$16 billion a year. 
· In southern Asia, between 1990 and 2000, 220 million people benefited from improved access to freshwater and sanitation. In the same period, the population grew by 222 million, wiping out the gains that had been made. 
· During the same period, in East Africa, the number of people without sanitation doubled to 19 million. 
· The cost of providing safe drinking water and proper sanitation to everyone in the world by 2025 will be US$180 billion a year, two to three times greater than present investments.
 
FRESHWATER IS A SHARED RESOURCE 
· Rivers form a hydrological mosaic on the political map of the world. 

· There are an estimated 263 international river basins, which cover 45.3 per cent of the Earth’s land surface area (excluding Antarctica) and are home to more than half the planet’s human population. 

· One third of these 263 transboundary basins are shared by more than two countries. 

· Rarely do watershed boundaries coincide with administrative boundaries. 

· Many countries also share groundwater aquifers. 

· Groundwater aquifers store as much as 98 per cent of accessible freshwater supplies. They provide 50 per cent of global drinking water, 40 per cent of industrial demands and 20 per cent of water for agriculture. 

· On average, individual daily domestic use of freshwater in developed countries is 10 times more than in developing countries. In the UK the average person uses 135 litres of water every day. In the developing world the average person uses 10 litres.

FRESHWATER IS ESSENTIAL FOR FOOD SECURITY
· Most of our freshwater is used to grow food. 

· While the daily drinking water needs of every person is approximately four litres, between 2,000 and 5,000 litres of water are needed to produce an individual’s daily food requirements. 

· Agriculture accounts for over 80 per cent of world water consumption. 

· It is estimated that between 14 and 17 per cent more water will be needed for irrigation by 2030 to feed the world’s growing population. 

· Sixty per cent of water used for irrigation is wasted. 

· A 10 per cent improvement in irrigation efficiency could double the drinking water supply for the poor. 

· In Africa, more than 20 per cent of the population’s protein comes from freshwater fisheries.

 
WATER IN THE FUTURE
· Two hundred scientists in 50 countries have identified water shortage as one of the two most worrying problems for the new millennium (the other was climate change). 

· Since 1950, global water use has more than tripled. 

· On current trends, over the next 20 years humans will use 40 per cent more water than they do now. 

· The number of people living in water-stressed countries is projected to climb from the current 470 million to three billion by 2025. Most of those people live in the developing world. 

· To achieve the 2015 targets for freshwater provision, water supplies will have to reach an additional 1.5 billion people in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean. 

· Nearly 200 million people in Africa are facing serious water shortages. By 2025, nearly 230 million Africans will face water scarcity, and 460 million will be living in water-stressed countries. 

· Water problems are more related to mismanagement than scarcity. 

· Up to 50 per cent of urban water and 60 per cent of water used in agriculture is wasted through leaks and evaporation. 

· Logging and land conversion to accommodate human demand has shrunk the world’s forests by half, contributing to increased soil erosion and water scarcity. 

· Between 300 and 400 million people worldwide live close to and depend on wetlands. 

· Wetlands act as highly efficient sewage treatment works, absorbing chemicals and filtering pollutants and sediments. Urban and industrial development has claimed half the world’s wetlands. 

· Sustainable development and poverty alleviation will only be achieved through better management of and investment in rivers and wetlands and the lands that drain into them. 

Taken from UNEP Website www.unep.org/wed/2003/keyfacts.htm, where these facts are available in French, Spanish and Arabic, as are other useful resources.



Scripture References to Water

Hebrew Scriptures
Genesis 1, 7, 8, 18:4, 21:14-19, 24, 26, 29, 43

Exodus 2:1-10, 2:15-20, 4:9, 7:14-24, 14, 15, 17, 29, 30, 32, 40.

Leviticus 1, 6, 8, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 22

Numbers 5, 8, 19, 20, 21, 24, 31, 33

Deuteronomy 2, 8, 10:7, 12:16, 14:9, 15:23, 23:5, 29:10

Joshua 2:10, 3:8, 3:13, 9:21, 15:7

Judges 1:15, 4:19, 5:25, 6:38, 7:5-7, 15:19

1 Kings 13:8-9, 13:16-23, 14:15, 17:10, 18:1-5, 19:6, 22:27

2 Kings 2:8, 2:14, 2:19, 2:21-22, 3:11, 3:17-22, 6:5-6, 18:31

1 Chronicles 11:18

2 Chronicles 18:26, 32:3-4

Ezra 10:6

Nehemiah 8:1, 8:16, 9:11, 9:20

Job 3:24, 5:10, 8:11, 14:9, 14:11, 14:19, 15:16, 22:7, 22:11, 29:19, 34:7, 36:27, 37:10

        37:17, 38:30, 38:34, 38:37

Psalms 1:3, 22:15, 23:2, 42:2, 58:8, 63:2, 65:10, 66:12, 77:17, 78:15-16, 78:20, 79:3,

        104:3, 104:6, 104:13, 105:29, 107:23, 109:18, 114:8

Proverbs 5:15-16, 8:24, 9:17, 25:25, 30:4

Ecclesiastes 11:1

Song of Songs 4:15, 5:12

Isaiah 1:30, 3:1, 12:3, 18:2, 19:5, 19:8, 21:14, 22:11, 28:2, 30:20, 30:25, 32:2, 36:16

         37:25, 41:17-18, 43:2, 44:3-4, 44:12, 48:21, 49:10, 50:2, 64:1

Jeremiah 2:13, 6:7, 8:23, 14:3, 17:8, 17:13, 31:9, 31:12, 31:35, 38:6, 41:11-12

Ezekiel 12:18-19, 16:4, 16:9, 17:5, 17:7-8, 19:10, 21:12, 32:2, 32:6, 32:13, 34:18, 

         47:1-12

Daniel 1:12

Hosea 5:10, 6:3

Amos 8:11-12

Zechariah 14:8

Christian Scriptures
Matthew 3:5-6, 3:11, 8:23-27, 10:42, 14:22-31, 27:24

Mark 1:4-11, 4:36-39, 6:45-50, 9:14-29

Luke 3:16, 5:1-6, 7:44, 8:22-25, 13:15-16, 16:24, 22:10
John 1:26-31, 2:7-10, 3:5, 3:23, 4:7-15, 4:28, 4:46, 5:7, 6:18-21, 19:34, 21:1-11

Acts 1:5, 8:36-39, 10:6, 10:32, 10:47, 11:16, 27:12, 27:27, 27:30, 27:40

Hebrews 9:10, 10:22

1 Peter 3:19-20

2 Peter 2:17
1 John 5:6-8

Revelation 7:17, 8:8-11, 12:12, 14:2, 14:7, 16:3-5, 16:12, 21:1, 21:6, 22:1-2, 22:17
Background on Issues Relating to Water
At present, 2.4 billion people--38% of the world’s population--do not have consistent access to adequate sanitation facilities, 300 million of whom live in Africa alone. In developing countries up to 90 percent of waste water is discharged into rivers and streams without any form of treatment. The unsanitary water created serves as a breeding ground for parasites, amoebas and bacteria and leads to a number of water-borne diseases. In the developing world, 80 percent of illnesses and deaths are attributed to water-borne diseases, taking a child’s life every eight seconds.1 

Tainted water prevents people from cleansing properly, leading to a range of skin and eye infections. Repeated occurrences of the bacterial infection Trachoma, for instance, leads to scarring, distortion of the eyelid and often visual impairments or blindness. Six million people are currently blinded by this disease, affecting their ability to perform necessary tasks and therefore their economic stability. Women, who are twice as likely to contract the infection as men, are often prevented from completing vital household chores because of their impaired vision. 

Approximately 1.2 billion people (almost 20 percent of the worlds’ population) do not have regular access to safe drinking water. Diseases from drinking contaminated water include hepatitis A and E, dysentery, cholera, typhoid fever and diarrhea. The most deadly of these is diarrhea, responsible for killing an estimated 1.3 million children (most of whom are under the age of 5) and almost 1 million adults per year. Another 2 million people are affected by diarrheal diseases annually.2
When contaminated waters cause outbreaks of disease or infection, the economy suffers as well. For instance, the costs associated with disease and death from polluted coastal waters alone total US $16 billion per year. Ocean pollution directly affects nearly 40 percent of the world’s population who live within 60 kilometers (approximately 38 miles) of the coast. Over 3.5 billion people rely on the ocean as their primary source of food. Besides the harmful health effects of pollution, damages to the ocean’s ecosystem negatively impacts the fishing industry and tourism and therefore the livelihood of those reliant upon these trades. Destruction of coral reefs, for example, drastically impacts the lives of those living both in and out of the water. Ninety percent of marine species are dependent upon coral reefs either directly or indirectly and therefore suffer from any harm done to these beautiful and delicate species. Humans involved with tourism based around coral reefs (for instance those working for scuba diving companies) also suffer. Scientists predict that 60% of coral reefs are at risk of extermination within the next 30 years. 

Oil poses one of the most destructive forms of pollution. Each year, an estimated 21 million barrels worth of oil make their way into oceans from street run-off, waste from factories and from ships flushing their tanks. In addition to this figure is the amount of oil dumped into the ocean each year from oil spills. Other forms of pollution include plastic waste, for instance, kills approximately 1 million sea birds, 100,000 sea mammals and innumerable fish.3
There is a gender dimension to water issues as well. In many countries, women bear the majority of the responsibilities for collecting and storing water, cooking, cleaning, and overseeing sanitation. In Africa, for example, women fulfill 90 percent of water-related duties, spending up to three hours per day collecting water in rural regions.4 When women are unable to fulfill these responsibilities by themselves (either because of health issues or other responsibilities), children (most commonly daughters) are expected to assist them, often dropping out of school to do so5. Girls who must walk long distances to collect water face safety issues. They are more vulnerable to sexual assault, and in countries undergoing armed conflict, they are at risk of being abducted into paramilitary groups. 

Many girls are prevented from going to school because the facilities lack a sufficient number of toilets and are rarely private or have toilet paper. Without access to an adequate education, these girls are unable to break the current cycle of women solely fulfilling domestic obligations, therefore limiting their opportunities for economic advancement.

Water issues are not unique to the developing world, however. In the United States, since the ratification of the Colorado River Compact in 1922, water rights disputes have engaged states in the Upper and Lower Basins (Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming and Nevada, Arizona, and California respectively). As populations continue to grow, water supplies become scarcer in these western states. In the midst of such disputes, measures to ensure water quality have fallen by the wayside according to a report released by the American Rivers group, which named the Colorado River the nation’s most threatened waterway. The report lists sources of contamination that pose potential health threats to the millions of people using this major source of drinking water; these include radioactive human waste seeping into the river from an abandoned uranium mine in Utah and high concentrations of septic tanks near the river bank respectively.6
Arguments over transboundary water rights, such as this or the conflict over the Jordan River between Jordan and Israel, span the globe. According to the UN, 88 of the world’s river basins are shared by two or more countries resulting in potential for conflict. Ismail Serageldin, Vice President of the World Bank claimed in 1995:

“If the wars of this century were fought over oil, the wars of the next century will be fought over water.”

Water consumption world-wide has tripled since 1950. Based on current trends, water use is expected to increase an additional 40 percent by 2025.7 Consequently, the number of people without access to adequate water facilities is expected to increase from one third of the population to two thirds by 2025.8 Many of these problems are related more to mismanagement than scarcity. Proper resource management could therefore greatly diminish the problems we face. Current agricultural, logging, and conservation practices greatly affect access to adequate water. Fifty percent of water in cities and 60 percent of water used in agriculture is wasted through leaks and evaporation. Urban and industrial development is responsible for practices that have decreased the world’s forests and wetlands by half. In turn, deforestation is responsible for increased soil erosion and water scarcity. Destruction of wetlands, which absorb chemicals and filter pollutants and sediments, has diminished this natural and highly efficient form of sewage treatment.9
These problems are not going away; they are getting worse and will continue to worsen until major changes are made. It is time to address these problems and search for viable solutions. The United Nations stressed the significance of this issue when declaring “Water for Life” the theme for the International Decade for Action, 2005-2015. The resolution emphasizes “that water is critical for sustainable development, including environmental integrity and the eradication of poverty and hunger, and is indispensable for human health and well-being.”

Finally, for the first time in history, the right to water was officially recognized as a fundamental human right in November of 2002. The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights amended the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) to include the right to water under Article 11 (the right to an adequate standard of living) and Article 12 (the right to health) as a result of General Comment 15, ratified by 145 countries. It states:

"the human right to water entitles everyone to sufficient; affordable; physically accessible; safe and acceptable water for personal and domestic uses". 

The Covenant specifies that governments must espouse national strategies and plans of action so they may "move expeditiously and effectively towards the full realisation of the right to water".10
1 “Water- Two Billion People are Dying for it!” Key Facts about Water, United Nations Environment Program <http://www.unep.org/wed/2003/keyfacts.htm>
2“Healthy Environments for Children,” World Health Day 2003, United Nations Cyberschoolbus <http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/worldhealthday2003>
3 “World Environment Day” Seas & Oceans: Dead or Alive? <http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/wed2004/index.asp> 
4 http://www.wateryear2003.org/
5 “About Trachoma,” International Trachoma Initiative 2002 <http://www.trachoma.org/trachoma.asp>
6 http://www.waterconserve.info
7 “Water- Two Billion People are Dying for it!” Key Facts about Water, United Nations Environment Program <http://www.unep.org/wed/2003/keyfacts.htm> 
8“Healthy Environments for Children,” World Health Day 2003, United Nations Cyberschoolbus <http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/worldhealthday2003>
9 Water- Two Billion People are Dying for it!” Key Facts about Water, United Nations Environment Program <http://www.unep.org/wed/2003/keyfacts.htm>
10 General Comment 15 on the right to water can be found at http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/6/cescr.htm>
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